TOP OF THE NEWS, October, 1945 


_From the A.L.A. Division of Libraries for Children and Young People 
VOLUME II—NUMBER 1 


DIVISION OFFICERS—1945-46 


President: Elizabeth D. Briggs, Director of Work with Children, Public Library, 
Cleveland 14, Ohio. 


Vice-President: Martha M. Parks, Director, Division of Libraries, State Depart- 
ment of Education, Nashville 3, Tennessee. 


Secretary: Marguerite Kirk, Director, Department of Libraries and Visual Aids, 
Board of Education, Newark 2, New Jersey. (1947) 


Treasurer: Eleanor Kidder, Young Peoples’ Librarian, Public Library, Seattle 
4, Washington. (1947) 


Board of Directors: Marguerite Kirk, Director, Department of Libraries and 
Visual Aids, Newark 2, New Jersey. (1946) 
Jean C. Roos, Supervisor, Library Service to Youth, Public Library, Cleve- 
land 14, Ohio. (1946) 
Mrs. Ruth Evans Babcock, Supervisor of School Libraries, State Education 
Department, Albany 1, New York. (1947) 
Mrs. Katherine Watson, Head Childrens’ Librarian, Public Library, Den- 
ver 2, Colorado. (1947) 
Mrs. Doris Doyle Newcomb, Librarian, Laboratory School Library, State 
College of Education, Greeley, Colorado. (1946) 
Mrs. Mary Peacock Douglas, School Library Adviser, State Department 
of Public Instruction, Raleigh, North Carolina. Past President (1948) 
Amelia Munson, New York Public Library, Chairman, Public Libraries 
Section. 
Harriet Leaf, Director of Work with Children, Akron Public Library, 
Akron, Ohio. Vice-chairman, Public Libraries Section. 
Miriam B. Snow, Western Washington College of Education, Bellingham, 
Washington. Chairman, American Association of School Librarians. 
Rheta A. Clark, School Library Adviser, State Public Library Committee, 
Hartford, Connecticut. Vice-chairman, American Association of School 
Librarians. 


A.L.A. Councilors: Siri Andrews, School of Librarianship, University of Wash- 
ington, Seattle 5, Washington. (1946) 
Margaret V. Fulton, High School Library, Greenwich, Connecticut. (1946) 
Elizabeth Nesbitt, Boys’ and Girls’ Department, Carnegie Library, Pitts- 
burgh 13, Pennsylvania. (1946) 
Amanda E. Browning, Public Library, Indianapolis, Indiana. (1947) 
Helen McSweeney, Public Library, Toronto, Ontario, Canada. (1947) 
Mae Graham, Department of Library Science, William and Mary College, 
Williamsburg, Virginia. (1948) 
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Irene Smith, Superintendent, Work with Children, Public Library, Brook- 
lyn 17, New York. (1948) 

Margaret R. Greer, Director of School Libraries, Board of Education, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. (1949) 

Nancy Hoyle, Assistant Supervisor of School Libraries, State Board of 
Education, Richmond 16, Virginia. (1949) 

Barbara Bent, 602 Hawthorne Ave., Palo Alto, California. (1949) 


A.L.A. Executive Board: Elizabeth Scripture, Supervisor, School Libraries, 
Public Schools, 414 14th Street, Denver, Colorado. (1947) 


COMMENTS FROM THE DIVISION PRESIDENT: 
Elizabeth D. Briggs 


Omission of Association conferences has not meant less work for officers, 
directors, and committee members, but rather a change in methods and a chal- 
lenge. Despite all handicaps, Division members may point with pride to all that 
has been accomplished and may look forward with enthusiasm to carrying on 
projects already under way, and to the initiation of others which new national 
and world conditions have made essential. 

Publication of SCHOOL LIBRARIES TODAY AND TOMORROW has 
made available for study by educators, librarians, citizens, and governmental 
officials responsible for children and youth standards of school library service 
under school jurisdiction. Membership aid in securing wide distribution is 
earnestly requested. Work has now begun upon a statement of public fibrary 
service to children and young people wherever it occurs. Satisfactory completion 
of this work will depend in no small measure upon the interest and active coopera- 
tian of the membership. In order to expedite the work of the committee when 
it is completely organized, your president urges that suggestions as to content and 
organization of material be sent to her at the earliest possible moment. 

After a long period of valiant effort on the part of Harriet Leaf, Annie Spencer 
Cutter, Dilla MacBean and others, story recordings by Mrs. Gudrun Thorne-Thom- 
sen are now available for purchase from the American Library Association. This 
has been a major project of the Division, and those who have heard the records 
can speak with enthusiasm of the results. The records are indeed an artistic 
triumph for story teller and producer. 

“United Through Books” chosen again as the theme for Book Week, November 
11-17, is particularly appropriate now that the period of reconstruction and reha- 
bilitation has arrived. Tangible means for making the thought come true in some 
slight degree are provided by the “Books Across the Sea” Society in America 
and the Treasure Chest campaign organized by the Book Committee of the’ 
Women’s Council for Post-war Europe. In this connection also, mention should 
be made of the work of two committees: The Division Committee on International 
Relations under the chairmanship of Muriel Gilbert, which has prepared lists of 
books for translation ; and the International Committee of the Children’s Library 
Association under Ruth Giles, which with the help of the American Library Asso-| 
ciation has formulated a splendid plan for sending a representative to Europe to | 
study needs of children’s libraries. The entire membership joins in the hope that™ 
this aim will soon be realized. 

Of interest to all concerned with children’s books is the proposal made by a 
joint committee of the American Association of University Women and the Asso-) 
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ciation for Childhood Education, Mrs. Catherine Cate Coblents, chairman, on 
“Need for a Consultant on Childrens’ Literature in the Library of Congress”. 
That such a movement should be undertaken by groups only indirectly associated 
with libraries is particularly significant and opens the way for further development 
of literary service to children and youth in a world at peace. 


MEMBERSHIP: 


The membership report—January 1, 1945 through July 1, 1945: 
ND PRINS IID scccsensnisnscsntcsinitninninsinscnintiapisitaiiaadiiai vicidieieniniaicinis 


SECTIONS: 


American Association of School Librarians 
Public Library (Section affiliation only) 
Children’s Library Association 
Young People’s Reading Round Table 


Division Total* 
*Includes extra memberships in Section at .25. 


BOOK WEEK: 


November 11-17, 1945 is the week chosen to celebrate Children’s Book Week. 
Posters and other material for publicity may be secured from Book Week Head- 
quarters, at 62 West 45th Street, New York 19, New York. 


EDITORIAL COMMITTEE REPORT: CORRECTION 


In the May, 1945 issue of TOP OF THE NEWS the statement that a manu- 
script, INDEX TO SHORT STORIES FOR CHILDREN had been submitted 
for examination and evaluation, should read that a suggested outline for such a 
manuscript had been examined and evaluated. 


WBRARY DEVELOPMENT FUND: 
Special to TOP OF THE NEWS 


What is the purpose behind the Library Development Fund? The publicity 
leaflets say it will raise money “to maintain a library representative in Washington 
and to carry on a national public relations program supporting the development of 
good library service to all citizens”. 

Mr. Paul Howard, Librarian of the Gary, Indiana Public Library and Chairman 
of the American Library Federal Relations Committee, has been chosen to be our 
Washington representative and will begin work in the fall. He will keep in close 
touch with federal aid and other educational legislation; will supply information 
to government officials when matters of vital importance to librarians arise; will 
keep librarians and the American Library Association informed about pending 
matters of concern to them; and will watch over developments in such matters 
% priorities, distribution of government publications, postal rates and surplus 
property. And by surplus property is meant not only books, but equipment like 
ilm projectors, catalog drawers and pamphlet files which may some day help to 
furnish your library. Then, too, he will be on the spot to take care of library 
iterests at a moment’s notice when future opportunities present themselves. 
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Perhaps the Library Development Fund’s most stirring appeal is the hope it 
offers that every person in the United States may have public library service com- 
paratively soon. Nobody has ever figured out how many of the 30,000,000 Ameri- 
cans without public libraries are children and young people. But since one-third 
of the country’s total population is under twenty, it is reasonable to assume that 
at least 10,000,000 children and adolescents in the United States are without public 
library service today. It is true that in some cases, they have access to school 
libraries. But the same factors that obstruct the public library movement in many 
parts of the country work against school libraries. The two types of service 
progress together. 


National and state efforts to eradicate these conditions have progressed very 
dowly. The American Library Association has done as much as it can with 
limited money and staff to advance library extension throughout the country. 
Hence the Library Development Fund. The goal for the fund is $105,000 to 
finance a four-year campaign. This is a modest budget compared to those of 
other national campaigns. There will be no dramatic publicity, no expensive radio 
series or caravans of movie stars. There will be no political backscratching or 
pocket-lining. But there will be $105,000 worth of solid work in Washington, 
Chicago and elsewhere, with legislators, national organizations, librarians, news- 
paper and magazine editors, and others who can help the cause. 

Are you willing to bear your part of the burden? If all American Library 
Association members contributed an average of four percent of one month’s 
salary, the goal will be reached. Why not send your contribution to the Fund 
representative in your area today? 


BOOK AWARDS: 


The winner of the Julia Ellsworth Ford Foundation award in June, 1945 was 
Nancy Barnes whose book, The WONDERFUL YEAR will be published by 
Julian Messner in the spring of 1946. Kate Seredy is illustrating the book which 
will be priced at $2.00. ™ 


Newbery-Caldecott Awards 


At a luncheon held at the Waldorf-Astoria in New York City, June 9th, the 
winners of the Newbery and Caldecott awards were announced by Harriet W. 
Leaf, Director of Work with Children in the Akron Public Library, chairman of 
the Awards Committee. Robert Lawson, author of RABBIT HILL published 
by Viking Press was presented the Newbery medal. Elizabeth Orton Jones, illus- 
trator of Rachel Field’s A PRAYER FOR A CHILD, published by Macmillan 
was presented the Caldecott medal. In the absence of Frederic Melcher, the 
donor of the medals, his son, Daniel Melcher, Educational Director of the War 
Finance Department of the U. S. Treasury, presented the two awards. The lun- 
cheon was presided over by Frances Clarke Sayers, Chairman of the Division of 
Libraries for Children and Young People. On behalf of the children’s librarians, 
Annie Carroll Moore, presented to Daniel Melcher for his father two first editions 
of Newbery and Caldecott books in honor of Mr. Melcher’s fifty years of service 
to the book trade. Favors at the luncheon were facsimilies of Isaiah Thomas’ 
edition of Mother Goose’s Melody by John Newbery. Copies at each place were 
given by Alfred Whitman as a tribute to Mr. Melcher. Mrs. Frances Clarke 
Sayers has sent the following letter which came from Mr. Melcher in London 
acknowledging the gifts. 
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Dukes Hotel, London 
June 27 (1945) 
Dear Frances Sayers: 

Your delightful letter, with full, vivid and exciting report on the affairs of June 
9th has just reached me. 

Only a few hours ago I walked along St. Paul’s Churchyard and paused in 
instinctive respect to the memory of the little man who made the little books which 
children so loved and collectors so prize. How thrilled I shall be to have as a per- 
sonal possession one of these rare survivors, Dutch paper boards and all. This 
“child six-foot-high” will treasure this always and treasure equally the collection 
of Caldecotts which I am breathless to see. There are real traditions building up 
around our medals and the gift of these books from friends of Newbery and 
lovers of Caldecott from all over the United States and Canada are a moving 
testimony to the affection with which these names will always be regarded by the 
young of all ages and “heights”. 
















Most warmly, 
Freperic G. MELCHER. 





To Frances Clarke Sayers 
Chairman, A.L.A. Section 


RADIO BROADCASTS AND RECORDINGS: 
Dilla MacBean, Chairman 


At long last the positive information, so many of us have waited to hear for so 
ony months, can be stated with affirmation regarding the Thorne-Thomsen 
records. 

The master records were made by R.C.A.-Victor for the Division of Libraries 
for Children and Young People. For many years children’s librarians have been 
working toward the presentation of fine examples of stories and of the story 
teller’s art. These five recordings are the results of our first efforts, which 
proved most difficult during the war years. These are twelve inch records which 
has enabled Mrs. Gudrun Thorne-Thomsen to tell the longer Norse stories and 
the French fairy tale in a more artistic manner than is possible to secure in the 
usual ten inch records now found on the market. 

The five double-faced records are now available: Gudbrand-on-the-Hillside ; 
The Sleeping Beauty; Baldur, and Tales from the Volsunga Saga (two 
tecords) are sold only in sets of five. They are distributed for the Division by 
the American Library Association and orders may be filed for them now. Because 
they are custom-made, for a limited market, the price per set is $10.00, prepaid. 


PUBLIC LIBRARY SECTION: 
Officers 1945-46 
Chairman: Amelia Munson (Chairman, Young People’s Reading Round Table). 


Vice-Chairman: Harriet W. Leaf (Chairman, Children’s Library Association). 
Note: The Constitution of the Public Library Section provides that the 
chairmen of the Children’s Library Association and the Young People’s 
Reading Round Table shall alternate as chairman and vice-chairman of 
the Public Library Section. 


PUBLIC LIBRARY SECTION: CHILDREN’S LIBRARY ASSOCIATION— 
Officers 1945-46 


Chairman: Harriet W. Leaf, Director, Work with Children, Public Library, 
Akron, Ohio. 
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Vice-Chairman: Helen Fuller, Supervisor, Work with Boys and Girls, Public 
Library, Long Beach, California. 
Secretary: Carolyn Crawford, Ohio University Library, Athens, Ohio. 
Treasurer: Elizabeth Hooks Kelly, Head Children’s Department, Public Library, 
El Paso, Texas. 
ene Chairmen will be announced in the January issue of TOP OF THE 
NEWS. 


COMMENTS FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE CHILDREN’S LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION 


Harriet W. Leaf 


The end of the war brings renewed duties, great opportunities and untried 
responsibilities to those who work with children and youth. In consulting reports 
of standing committees and subcommittees of the Section, I see a picture of long 
term planning and thinking. It gives us confidence and a little hesitancy for the 
coming year in office but with all of us working together we can show results. 

The international scene finds libraries in Mexico, a library school in South 
America, and plans for libraries for children in devastated countries. Treasure 
Chest books now go from this country as a gift to those children. Books in the 
language of their own country will be made available through financing and 
professional. help. 

The end of the war finds radio stations needing, and alert for, new programs. 
We know the inadequacy of children’s programs. The time of the amateur has 
passed. It will be solidarity on our part, working through the Radio Broadcasts 
and Recordings Committee to find fine talent, assist within the mediums of our 
profession, pool the programs and scripts which have been iven by libraries and 
from these see if we cannot have something fine to offer to stations as a substitute 
when we criticize children’s programs. Support of groups interested in develop- 
ing good radio programs, such as the Junior League Books Bring Adventure 
program, the Jvory Tower series of the Dental Society, provide a growing source 
of good radio material. The Division records recorded by Mrs. Gudrum Thorne- 
Thomsen and the possibility of more records by Victor give us material in the 
story telling field with which to work. Folk music, story telling and art may be 
skillfully blended. 

Films available, increased in number now with government releases, give libraries 
a new service. In the field of children’s films we need to continue our study and 
work. I think stories and music can be combined in this field if done artistically. 
A coordination with Division and Section Committees and representation on our 
national organization audio-visual committee is the way I see the pattern. Nor 
should we stop here but be willing and ready to serve with other organizations 
working for children and youth to ask them to serve with us to carry on needed 
projects. Instead of scattering our energies, we must achieve through united 
effort ! 

Section standing Committees (Book Evaluation, Book Production, the Newbery- 
Caldecott Award) have produced mutual benefits in the field of children’s litera- 
ture which has tended to make us more understanding of each other’s needs and 
difficulties. On behalf of the new chairman of the Newbery-Caldecott Award 
Committee may I ask that all the membership respond promptly when the oppor- | 
tunity is given to express your choice? This year the tally showed that from 
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some parts of the country there was no indication of interest in the “distinguished” 
beoks for children. During the past year the Committee votes and the vote at 
large showed the same order of choice. Mrs. Sayers made a charming hostess at 
the Newbery-Caldecott luncheon. 

Many children’s librarians are now in service. The demand far exceeds the 
supply and too few are in training hence recruiting is a major project of this 
group. The Standing Committees, (Professional Training, Membership, Pub- 
licity) deserve your attention—through them our voice will be heard in planning 
for the future. 


PUBLIC LIBRARY SECTION: YOUNG PEOPLE’S READING ROUND TABLE— 


Officers 1945-46 


Chairman: Amelia Munson, Work with Schools, New York Public Library. 
Secretary-Treasurer: Dorothy Hagbert, Schoolcraft Branch, Detroit Public 
Library. 
Announcement of Committee Chairmen will be made in the January issue of 


TOP OF THE NEWS. 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL LIBRARIANS: 
Officers 1945-46 


Chairman: Miriam B. Snow, Campus School Librarian, Western Washington 
College of Education, Bellingham, Washington. 


Vice-Chairman: Rheta Clark, School Library Adviser, State Public Library Com- 


mittee, Hartford, Connecticut. 
Secretary: Margaret Walraven, Librarian, N.R. Crozier Technical High School, 
Dallas, Texas. 
Treasurer: Edna V. Ballard, Tappan Junior High School, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
Directors: Marjorie Van Deusen, Librarian, Belmont High School, Los Angeles, 
California. 1943-46. 
Genevieve Geiger, Librarian, Haverford Senior High School, Upper Darby, 
Pennsylvania. 1944-47. 
Frances Henne, Instructor, Graduate Library School, University of Chicago, 
Chicago, Illinois. 1945-48. 


Committee Chairmen 


Audio-Visual Aids: Ruth Gentles, Librarian, Madison High School, Rochester, 
New York. 

International School Library News: Marion Horton, Board of Education, Los 
Angeles, California. 

Membership: Elizabeth Thomas, Department of Public Instruction, Raleigh, 
North Carolina. 

Planning School Library Quarters: Sue Hefley, Supervisor of School Libraries, 
Department of Education, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

Professional Training: Helen Butler, Marywood College, Scranton, Pennsylvania. 

Publication: Rheta Clark, School Library Adviser, State Public Library Com- 
mittee, Hartford, Connecticut. 
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Recruitment: Lucile D. Viehe, Librarian, Laboratory School, State Teachers’ 
College, Terre Haute, Indiana. 

Reading for Background Series: Margaret I. Rufsvold, Assistant Professor of 
Library Science, Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana. 

School Library Service and the Adult Education Program: Agnes Krarup, Head of 
School Department, Library Association, Portland, Oregon. 

School Library Service for Veterans: Alice Hersfall, Librarian, Benson High 
School, Omaha, Nebraska. 

Statistics: Edna E. Gillogly, Librarian, Muessel School, South Bend, Indiana. 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL LIBRARIANS: NEWS NOTES 


Miriam Snow, Chairman of the American Association of School Librarians 
announces that the first issue of INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL LIBRARY 
NEWS will be published this fall and will be sent to school librarians in foreign 
countries. Members of the section are also completing work on two pamphlets 
to be published soon, one in the field of audio-visual aids and the other on planning 
library quarters. From the New Jersey School Library Association’s secretary, 
Mary Gaver of State Teachers’ College, Trenton, New Jersey, comes an attrac- 
tive new bulletin, dated May, 1945, SCHOOL LIBRARY QUARTERLY, Vol- 
ume I, Number 1. The Association announces that its bulletin will be published 
in three issues during the school year, and will be edited by Ruth Budd Galbraith, 
Assistant Professor of Library Service at New Jersey College for Women, New 
Brunswick. Subscriptions to non-members of the Association will be .75c a year 
payable to the Treasurer, Ruth Bradley, Lincoln High School, Jersey City, 
New Jersey. 

At a meeting of the Executive Board of the American Association of School 
Librarians held in June at Chicago, it was voted that the year for the Association 
end with July 1st to conform to the fiscal year of the American Library Associa- 
tion. It was also decided that the secretary rather than the chairman of the | 
Board be responsible for editing the News Letter, hence Mrs. Margaret Walraven, 
N.R. Crozier Technical High School, Dallas, Texas, is the new editor. 


Atice Lou!sE LE Fevre, Editor 


Department of Library Science 
Western Michigan College of Education 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 





